
A Bus is Coming! 

(This short article was created for the BS35 Magazine using research 

notes relating to the website www.thornburyroots.co.uk.  See website 

for more information) 

 

 
 

The Western Daily Press of 5th October 1905 reported some excellent news.  

Thornbury was going to have a bus service!  It would run from Berkeley to Bristol 

and call at Thornbury and the villages en route, carrying up to twenty people and as 

much as half a ton of goods and charging a penny a mile.  

 

Nothing happened very quickly in Thornbury and it was not until October 1906 that 

the Gloucester Journal was able to announce that the bus was running.  Shown here is 

a photograph of that occasion which must have been taken by someone experiencing 

the thrill of seeing an actual bus in Thornbury.  There are times even today when the 

same excitement can be sensed as a bus comes into view. 

 

Mr R E Knapp could remember seeing the bus leave on its first journey and he wrote 

his reminiscences of this great event.  He had one story that we have been unable to 

verify. He claimed that "the members of the Council took the first ride into Bristol 

…..  It became colder on the return journey and one of the members sitting on the 

front seat developed pneumonia the next day and unfortunately died.” 

 

Initially the bus service ran from Berkeley to Horfield where people could go by tram 

into Bristol.  When the tram system was extended to Filton it became possible to 

change to a tram at Filton and travel to the Centre. 

 

Sadly we do not know the timetable for the service when it first started.  By 1914, 15 

buses left The Plain during the course of the normal weekday and took passengers to 

Filton from where they could proceed to the centre of Bristol by tram.    

 



A hundred years later we have made some progress as we do have more than twice as 

many buses each day (31) and the journey to Filton is timetabled for ten minutes less 

(on a good day, traffic permitting) than it did then.   

 

Interestingly not every one was happy about a regular bus service.  In 1906, a Parish 

meeting passed a resolution that in view of the disturbance to the quietness of the 

town on Sunday caused by the buses, the Company be asked to stop them outside the 

town on that day. 

 

The cost (as ever) was a factor.  Jane Day who lived in the High Street used to walk 

all the way into Bristol regularly to sell eggs.  When the bus service to Bristol was 

introduced she refused to use it and continued walking in order to save the cost of the 

fare. 

 

To get this into perspective by 1922 the single fare from Centre to Thornbury was 

1/6d, which is 7.5 pence in present day terms.  This sounds very reasonable but it 

would have taken most workers rather longer to earn this amount than it would take to 

earn the equivalent sum of £3.20 today.   

 


