
A Sanitary Tale 
 

(This short article was created for the BS35 Magazine using research 

notes relating to the website www.thornburyroots.co.uk.  See website 
for more information) 

 

Many people in Thornbury today would be surprised to know that the attractive pond 

which is located on the popular Streamside Walk was actually the site of a sewage 

works. 

 

In the early 1900’s the Guardians of the Poor who ran the Workhouse (later 

Thornbury Hospital, now Beechacres) had responsibility for sanitation in the area.  At 

this time there were no sewers in the town and there were concerns that the 

arrangements for disposal of the sewage were inadequate. 

 

In 1911 the guardians decided that improvements could be made by running a sewage 

pipe from the Workhouse to the stream.  It would cross under the road and then 

beneath the outbuildings and garden of The Coombe, the large house on the corner of 

Gloucester Road and Church Road.  Florence Hosgood and William Young Sainsbury 

(the owner and tenant at The Coombe) agreed to the Guardian’s plan and in return 

were given the right to link their building to that sewer into the stream.  Although not 

used today, it seems that right was never officially withdrawn. 

 

Various parts of the sewage works are still visible today.  The stone structure which 

still stands above and just upstream from the pond was the tank in which the sewage 

settled.  The large round pond, that nowadays has stepping stones across it, was a 

 filter bed with rotating arms.  The treated effluent was allowed to join the stream and 

eventually ended up in the River Severn.   

 

In 1935 sewage pipes were installed under the streets of Thornbury with a sewage 

treatment plant on Oldbury Lane (which is still in use) and we assume that this led to 

the Streamside Walk facility becoming redundant. 
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