
Always Read the Small Print 

(This short article was created for the BS35 Magazine using research 

notes relating to the website www.thornburyroots.co.uk.  See website 

for more information) 

The photograph here shows the 

building in Castle Street in 

Thornbury that was once one of the 

two Free Schools in the town.  This 

school combined with Attwells Free 

School in May 1879  to become 

Thornbury Grammar School.  Up to 

that time Attwell's Free School was 

in the building that is now Ronnie's 

restaurant in St Mary's Centre.  

We know that the Free School in Castle Street existed by 1606 as it was in October of that 

year that Robert Stone conveyed this property to a group of Feoffees (as the trustees of the 

charity that ran the school were called).  The school may have been in existence for some 

time before this.  It may have been founded with a legacy from John Jones who was Mayor of 

Thornbury in 1573.   

We know a little about some of the teachers at this school from the accounts of the Feoffees.  

These accounts seem to indicate for example that one of the masters, who was appointed by 

them in 1827, caused quite a few  problems. 

This particular schoolmaster was called Frederick Luke D'Arville who, as was the custom, 

was also curate at St Mary's Church in Thornbury.  It was not long before complaints reached 

the Feoffees that the teaching time in the school had been greatly reduced and that Mr 

D'Arville was frequently absent.  There was a meeting of the Feoffees on 17th November 

1828 to discuss the problem.  It must have been humiliating for Mr D'Arville to find that his 

pupils were required to attend this meeting so the truth of the allegations against him could be 

ascertained.  The result of the enquiry was that the meeting resolved to demand that Mr 

D'Arville assure them in writing that he would henceforth give the school "the attention which 

his duties required." 

The Feoffees tried to make him teach the Classics, English and Arithmetic and to teach for 

longer school hours; "from 7 till 8 and from 9 till 12 in the morning and from 2 till 4 in the 



afternoon."  At the next meeting the Feoffees commented on the sermon Mr D'Arville had 

given the previous Sunday in which he attacked them in person. 

By 1830 the situation had deteriorated further.  Not only were there no boys in the school but 

none could be found who actually wanted to come to the school.  Legal advice was to be 

sought about what to do about the master's salary. 

This is where it became clear that the Feoffees had not been very diligent in the preparation 

of the schoolmaster's contract. 

The legal opinion was that the contract was very clear that the master could live in the 

schoolhouse and was to receive the £42 a year income.  However the contract had not 

actually specified that the schoolmaster had to teach at the school. 

The difficulties continued until the schoolmaster's death in 1842 and for a time there was 

effectively no school at all. 

There is a memorial in St Mary's Church to Mr D'Arville which gives a completely different 

perspective on the man and his work.  It says ; 

"Sacred to the Beloved Memory of the Rev. F.L. D’Arville, B.A. for 15 years curate of this 

parish. His sincere, but unaffected piety, his kind and gentle behaviour secured to him the 

respect, and attachment of all ranks: and the recollection of his ministry will long be cherished 

in this place. He fell on sleep August 23rd 1842 aged 40 years." 

 


