
Bowled Over by a Summer of Sport? 

Most people know that Thornbury has a Lawn Tennis Club, situated at the bottom of 

the Mundy Playing Fields. The site however was originally associated with other 

sports as well. The land belonged to Edward Harwood Esq., owner of nearby Lower 

Marlwood Farm, who lived at Woodhouse, Olveston. Harwood was a banker in 

Thornbury, in partnership with John Hatcher and Joseph Sams. In 1858 the company 

engaged local firms to erect a bank on the Plain, now the National Westminster Bank, 

a fine building in Italianate style. After Edward’s death in 1907 the farm remained in 

the ownership of the Harwood family and by about 1911 grass tennis courts and a 

ground for playing hockey had been established in one of the fields. The Chairman of 

the Tennis Club was Mr Cresswell, the Captain Mr G. B. Symes, Vice-Captain Mr A.E. 

Pitcher, treasurer Miss Exell and secretary Miss Cooper. The President of the Hockey 

Club was A.H.S. Howard Esq., the Captain Mr H.M. Councell, the Ladies’ Captain Miss 

B. Exell, with secretary and treasurer Mr W.W. Councell.  

By 1913 a plot was leased to the Thornbury Bowling Club; the green possibly 

replaced the hockey pitch, which is no longer mentioned. The green was officially 

opened on 29th May 1913 by Colonel C.E. Turner Esq. of Old Down House, 

Tockington.   Prewett’s Thornbury Directory lists the club’s President as Col. Turner 

with Chairman Mr E. Butt, secretary Mr Williams and treasurer Mr J. Allen.  

The clubs’ grounds, with the addition of a small pavilion, were adjacent to agricultural 

land which in 1937 became playing fields, generously given to the town by the Hon. 

Mrs Mundy. In 1947 Edward’s son Dr Basil Harwood, a well known organist and 

composer, conveyed the site occupied by the tennis and bowling clubs to Thornbury 

Parish Council, as a memorial to his father. 

In December 1932, at the suggestion of Colonel Turner, a meeting had been called to 

discuss the idea of laying a bowling green for the Parish of Olveston.  Turner was the 

first President of that newly formed club, and its green was officially opened on 22nd 

July 1933. In 1958, when their green was no longer playable, the members of 

Thornbury Bowling Club joined Olveston. 

 

Col. Turner is sitting 3rd from left, middle row. Can anyone name any of the other 

members of the Thornbury Bowling Club seen on the opening day in 1913? Do any of 



the clubs’ records still exist; are they lurking in your cupboard or attic? Do you have 

photographs relating to the early hockey, bowling or tennis clubs? We would love to 

see them! 
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