
Bring Out Your Deeds! 
  

Thornbury and District Museum not only has the building on Chapel 

Street with its fascinating exhibitions but also has some very active 

groups associated with it, looking at geology, archaeology and local 

history.  Members of the latter, who meet in the United Reformed 

Church on the first Thursday in each month, have produced many 

of the books on Thornbury history that have been on sale over the 

last few years – “Thornbury Pubs” by George Ford, “Around 

Thornbury Revisited” by Meg Wise and “I’m a Pauper Get Me Out of 

Here” (Tony Cherry’s history of Thornbury Union Workhouse) being 

just three examples of these. 

 

Other members have adopted a different approach by compiling a website of the history of the 

older properties in Thornbury and of the families who lived in them.  ‘Thornbury Roots’ has a 

huge collection of photographs and information about the town and its inhabitants over the 

centuries.  You can read about the battle for the church pews, the Littleton Whale, the rise and 

fall of Doctor Long and of his assistant who cut his own throat in what was then the police 

station and many other stories about more ordinary families. You can also read about the 

railway coming to Thornbury and the bringing of gas and piped water to the town. 

 

You can help the ongoing research.  We always welcome old photographs of Thornbury and the 

people who lived here. We especially would like the chance to photograph the deeds of the older 

properties in Thornbury.  These documents contain important information that cannot be found 

elsewhere – so you could hold the key to solving a mystery! The recent discovery of one such 

deed has just led to us finding out that the long lost Mermaid Inn, known to have existed in the 

1680s, was in buildings that now make up part of the Knot of Rope! We are still searching for 

the sites of the ancient Crookhorne, The Horse and Jockey and The Bell, whose landlord died of 

smallpox in 1775. 

 

You don’t have to be the proud owner of an ancient building to help us.  Thornbury has changed 

so much in recent years that we would be grateful for much more recent information – for 

example do you have photos of a party in Stanton’s wine bar or of a wedding reception in the 

upper room behind the Knot of Rope (once called the Assembly Rooms)? If you remember the 

Rendezvous Cafe or the Mayor’s Pantry, we would like to hear from you.  In fact if you or your 

family ran a business in Thornbury please get in touch. 

 

So while you are clearing up after Christmas, please have a look for those precious old 

documents and photographs stored in your attic or at the back of the cupboard and then contact 

Chris and Sandra by phoning 01454 418690 or via www.thornburyroots.co.uk 

 

 

 


