
Charley Davis, the builder
(This short article was created for the BS35 Magazine using research

notes relating to the website www.thornburyroots.co.uk.  See website
for more information)

A surprising number of buildings in Thornbury owe
something to the talents of Charley Davis who was
born on Crossways 22nd March 1879. Charley
married Leah Allen in 1925 and they lived at what
was then The Firs which Charley himself built.

Charley like his father and his brothers was a
mason and builder.  He was justifiably proud of his
work. In 1976 when he was interviewed by James
Belsey for the Evening Post, he talked about the
terrace of six houses opposite the Castle School

Sixth Form Centre which he built, some with his brother William. Charley said that
"there’s one group of houses which are as good today as they were when I built them
60 years ago. The terraced houses in Gloucester Road in Thornbury were some of
them. I made all those windows out of Thornbury gravel and cement and there isn't a
crack in them after all this time." It was interesting that Charley was criticised at the
time for building those houses.  It was thought no one would want to live that far from
the centre of Thornbury.

After he retired he did not actually stop work.  Instead he devoted his time to wood
carving.  Charley was very attracted to the work of the Elizabethan woodcarvers and
it was the work of these craftsmen that he began to copy.

The results of this new “hobby” may well surprise some people in Thornbury who
have walked past lovely old pieces of woodcarving which are perhaps not quite as
old as they may appear.

One of these works is still a feature in our High Street.  The building that is now the
Shamrat Mogul restaurant at 8 The High Street. This was formerly a butcher’s shop
and then an antiques shop. It has a particularly striking porch and its appearance,
especially the pillars, is largely due to Charley’s skill at woodcarving.

We understand that in 1971 the Rev Rawstorne, then the vicar of St Mary’s, was so
impressed by the work in the High Street that he asked Charley to help with another
piece of restoration work on the Church Institute in St Mary’s Street. This is now



Ronnie’s restaurant.  It seems that the oak pillars which were a feature of the porch
over the front door were rotting away.  The porch above the door showed the date
1679 and as it probably dated from that time every effort was to be made to restore
the woodwork to its original beauty, whilst leaving as much of the original woodwork
as possible in place. Charley’s  own account of the work  says that it proved too
difficult to sketch the original carvings on the pillars. He had to cut out one of the
better areas of carving with a saw to make an exact copy of the pillars. The
newspaper article says that at that time the original canopy showing the date was left
in place.  It would be nice to hear what other changes were made to the porch and
the building during the renovations of the street and its conversion into St Mary
Centre.

A newspaper interview in 1976 explained that at  99 years of age Charlie was
working on another job, this time a large four-poster  bed.  It seems that he never
actually stopped working until he died in 1980.


