
Crispin Lane to Pennsylvania 
(This short article was created for the BS35 Magazine using research notes relating to 

the website www.thornburyroots.co.uk.  See website for more information) 

Crispin Lane in Thornbury seems quite a short lane – possibly even insignificant. However in a 

way it was the beginning of the road to the New World for one family. 

 

In 1683 George Pearce a turner and his 

wife Ann bought a property in what 

became Crispin Lane, in fact on the site of 

what is now Crispin House. George had 

married Ann Gayner, the daughter of a 

blacksmith called William Gayner who had 

his shop in St Mary Street. 

 

When George and Ann Pearce bought 

their house they already had at least two 

children, Betty and George. Another child, 

Joshua, was born in January 1684. 

 

They did not stay in their new home long 

because in 1684 they sold the property to Ann’s brother John Gayner. We are not sure why they 

made what seems a very sudden decision to move to a new country within a year of buying the 

house and when they had a new baby as well. 

 

However it is possible to make a good guess as to why they would want to emigrate. George 

and Ann Pearce were Quakers. During the reign of Charles II (1660-1685) thousands of Quakers 

were imprisoned in England and hundreds of others died in prison or were killed in the assaults 

on their meetings.  Ann’s two brothers had both been in prison for refusing to attend 

Communion.  George Pearce himself had had goods confiscated as punishment for “being 

absent from National Worship.” 

 

We don’t know what particular event triggered their departure. However they sailed to the land 

given to the famous Quaker William Penn by Charles II in payment of a debt and which became 

known as Pennsylvania. William Penn granted title of land amounting to 490 acres George 

Pearce. 

 

Some of Ann’s family remained in Thornbury and the surrounding area. Her mother was buried 

in the Quaker burial ground in Lower Hazel. Her brother John Gayner the blacksmith (who 

continued to own what is now Crispin House) and his family were leading members of the 

Quakers who attended the meeting house in John Street (now the site of Quaker Court). Indeed 

Thornbury was home to a significant number of prominent Quaker families. 

 

Perhaps because her family lived here, Ann must have retained a fondness for Thornbury and 

Gloucestershire despite the persecutions and the difficulties. She and her husband helped to 

found a township in their new country and they called it Thornbury after Ann Pearce’s old home. 

This must be the earliest of the places in other countries that were named after Thornbury. 
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