
Digging up the Past - the Story of Daggs Allotments 

The town of Thornbury is fortunate in having large allotment gardens, containing over one 

hundred plots, situated just off the top of the High Street. For many years it thought that in 

1546 a Mr Dagge gave the site to be cultivated by poor people who had perhaps been driven 

off their land earlier by Edward, Duke of Buckingham, when he was creating a deer park next 

to his newly established Thornbury Castle. 

New research has uncovered a very different story. The land, a part of which had once been 

owned by the Dagge family, was actually entrusted to the Mayor and other burgesses in 1584 

by a man called Thomas Slimbridge. It was leased out usually to one person and the rental 

income went to support the poor, distributed in the form of the Mayor’s Gifts. The field 

continued to be known as “Daggs” and so over the centuries Thomas Slimbridge’s name was 

gradually forgotten.  

In the 1840s the site was rented to as many as five people but the first mention of formal 

allotments was in 1874. There were only twelve large plots which were mostly let out to 

professional gentlemen and tradesmen who could pay the rent reliably. 

Who was Thomas Slimbridge and why did he set up a trust to help the poor? What were the 

Mayor’s Gifts? Are the allotments the oldest in the country? To find out the answers to these 

questions and to discover what happens at the allotment site today, come and see the new 

exhibition at Thornbury & District Museum, which will run from 15th May until the autumn.  

A booklet relating the full history of Daggs Allotments will also be available soon in the 

museum shop. 
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