
The Death of a Dreamer 

(This short article was created for the BS35 Magazine using research notes relating to 
the website www.thornburyroots.co.uk.  See website for more information) 

Gloucester House in Thornbury was for a time the home of Adrian Morgan Squire.  This 
name may not be immediately recognisable to you unless you are a very rich collector of 
classic cars - or would like to be one.   

Adrian Squire was the designer of the famous car "The Squire".  Only seven examples 
of his cars were built between 1934 and 1936, of which six survive, with a further two 
completed from parts.  Today they are sought-after collector's pieces.  Back in 2007 
one of these cars sold for $750,000. 
 

 
 
 
Adrian was once described as a "perfectionist in an imperfect world" and each of his 
cars was different and another attempt at producing perfection. 

His dream of building the best ever car began whilst he was still a school boy at Downside 
Roman Catholic School near Bath.  We have been told that it was at this school and aged only 
16 that he produced a six page brochure of a two-seater car that he wanted to manufacture.  

He went on to study at Faraday House in London, a training institution for electrical 
engineering.   

In 1929 he moved to work for the MG Car Company where his amazing potential was soon 
recognised.  At the age of 21 Adrian received an inheritance of £20.000.  This windfall and 
the financial backing of a wealthy friend from school, enabled him to fulfil a childhood dream 
and set up his own company.  The Squire Car Manufacturing Company was set up near 
Henley on Thames about 1934.  Adrian was a precociously talented automobile engineer, 
designing the Squire when he was in his early 20s.  He not only engineered it but was also 



responsible for the styling.  In other words he was designing the entire car rather than just part 
of it.  Imagine how many people today would be involved in designing the engine and body 
of such a car - not to mention the computer programmes. 

The cars were the realization of his dream but at £1,200 the Squire was impossibly expensive 
and it was launched when Britain was emerging from the depression.  None the less it was 
one of the most charismatic British sports cars of the 1930s with a guaranteed top speed of 
100 mph.  The company went into liquidation in July 1936 and Adrian's dream was shattered.  
 
Adrian joined the Bristol Aeroplane Company at Filton in 1938.  He was an assistant to Roy 
Fedden, chief engineer of BAC's Engine Department, a prestigious appointment, and he 
worked on the big Centaurus aero engine.   
 
Initially the Squire family lived in Filton.  The Trade Directory for 1938 shows their address 
was Filton Lodge, Broncksea Road.  However the 1939 Electoral Register shows that Adrian 
and Marion then moved to live in Gloucester Road in Thornbury.   
 
Sadly Adrian Morgan Squire died in the daylight German air raid on Filton on September 
25th 1940 when the shelter in which he had taken refuge received a direct hit.  He was one of 
the 91 BAC employees to die in the bombing on that dreadful day. The deadly attack 
apparently lasted only 45 seconds but caused serious damage to the Rodney Works.  It also 
destroyed eight newly built aircraft including two precious prototypes. The magazine of the 
Luftwaffe "Der Adler " reported that "this factory will not produce many more aircraft" but 
production of the much needed aircraft was only temporarily halted. 
  

Soon after Adrian's death his widow Marion left Thornbury and lived in London 
where she married an old school friend of her late husband. 
 

These articles are produced by members of Thornbury & District Museum's Research 
Group.  In this case it was with much help from Jonathan Wood, an author and the 
former features editor of Classic Car magazine who will shortly be producing a book 
about Adrian Morgan Squire. To read similar stories of Thornbury's history see our 
website www.thornburyroots.co.uk.  Thornbury Museum is open from Tuesday to 
Friday from 1pm to 4pm and on Saturdays from 10am to 4pm. 


