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This "little bit of Thornbury history" was found by Tim Stokes on a bottle tip near Wotton 
under Edge.  It is one of the few reminders of one of Thornbury's  more lively characters. 

Edward Long was born in Ham and was the son of George Long, a steward of the Berkeley 

Estate, and his wife Margaret. Edward was apprenticed to the surgeon Joseph Hand in 

Hanover Square, London.  He was a student of King's College where he obtained a 

certificate.  Later in his career there were accusations that he was not professionally 

qualified which he always refuted vehemently. The Medical Register shows that Edward 

Long of Thornbury was a medical practitioner on January 1st 1859  and a Member of the 
Royal College of Surgeons in England from 1853. 

In 1853 Dr Jones, Thornbury's Medical Officer, retired on health grounds ("mental 
derangement").  Edward Long was appointed in his place.   

On 10th November 1859 Edward purchased Wigmore House in Castle Street amongst 

other properties and appeared to be very prosperous.  He also  became Mayor of  

Thornbury.   He seemed a likeable man in many ways and Edmund Cullimore's stories of 

his youth describe Dr Long as "very tall and with his head held on one side and jocularly 

told people he was born with two heads but one dropped off, hence the position of the one 

left.  He was very affable and clever and fond of a jibe, also good horses and dogs and a 

keen politician on the Liberal side.  He offered me two half pennies to keep quiet while he 
operated on my arm.” 

His colleagues were not so impressed.  In November 1859 Dr Salmon declared at an 

inquest that he would not meet Mr Long "if it had been a case of life or death.  His 

employer the Board of Guardians of the Workhouse also found problems with him and 
there were complaints about his manner and his neglect of patients. 



In 1863 Dr Long went bankrupt and his various properties (including both Epworth House 

and Wigmore House) were advertised for sale.  The sale also included "a quantity of 

surgical instruments, drugs, bottles etc."  It is not clear how he continued to practise 
medicine. 

Maria Wilkes of Duckhole in Morton complained about him at a meeting of the Board of 

Guardians in March 1867.  She claimed he had neglected her son when he had whooping 

cough and used abusive language towards her.  Dr Long defended himself stoutly and 
produced witnesses who confirmed that he was "abrupt but not abusive." 

The report of the Poor Law Inspector to the Board of Guardians of May 30th contained a 

revealing summing up of Edward Long's character.  It was a very fair judgement on what 
was a very controversial career. 

"He is genial, off-hand and clever and I believe that he is free from intrinsic unkindness 

but at the same time I consider him an unfit person for the office which he holds.  His 

impetuous and unguarded manner and expressions proceeding from an ill regulated 
temperament are misconstrued by many of the poor as overbearing insolence. 

Intemperate in his habits, rash in his assertions imprudent in his pecuniary transactions 

and irregular in the performance of his duties, he has given great offence and 
dissatisfaction to the more steady and prosaic of Guardians."  

Edward was forced to resign as medical officer.  He died on 7 February 1874 aged just 40 
years.  He was buried in All Saints Churchyard in Stone.  


