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Above the doorway to St Mary's Church in Thornbury is a 

niche that contains a statue of the Madonna and Child.  It 

looks as though it has been there as long as the church itself, 

but in reality it was only created in the mid twentieth 
century.   

The work was commissioned by the family of Frederick 

William Davies a  Building Surveyor and Sanitary Inspector 

for Thornbury Rural District Council for 25 years until 1939.  

The artist that the family chose for this commission was 
Gabriel Pippet who at that time also lived in Thornbury. 

Gabriel was a talented artist, sculptor, illustrator and 

woodcarver.  He was born in Solihull in 1880 into a very 

artistic family.  His father was the chief designer for a 

Birmingham firm of church finishers and three of Gabriel's 
brothers also became artists. 

In 1912 Gabriel married Alice Magdalen Nicot in Solihull.  The 

couple seem to have travelled very widely.  We know that 

Alice and Gabriel travelled to Italy and also to the Gold Coast 
in Africa. 

He spent time in Ravenna and in Rome and the experience 

he gained there greatly influenced his work, which was 

mainly of a religious nature, including paintings at Douai 

Abbey in 1913.  He also designed the mosaic over the door of the Catholic church of St 

Thomas More in Ilford.  His most famous work was at the church of the Sacred Heart in 

Droitwich Worcestershire where he created all of the stone sculpture on the outside of the 

church and the fourteen Stations of the Cross inside.  He also designed the stunning 
mosaics that cover almost all of the inside of that church. 

An article in "Warwickshire Life" said that Gabriel had a very humorous, even whimsical 

side to his nature and points put that he included a sleeping cat in his depiction of the 

Annunciation in his murals at the Sacred Heart and that a cleric who had frequently 

criticised his work was portrayed as the executioner in the Martyrdom of St Catherine. He 

also collaborated on books with Osbert Lancaster the Daily Express cartoonist and with 
Guy Boas of Punch magazine. 

Immediately after the war in 1947 and 1948 Gabriel and Alice appear to have lived in 

Chelsea  but they must have moved to Thornbury around 1948 as they are shown there in 

the electoral register of that year.  They lived in Gloucester House in Gloucester Road,  
Thornbury and their names appear in the electoral register  until at least 1954 

Gabriel also lived at Hare Street House, Buntingford Hertfordshire where he founded a 

community of Christian craftsmen.  He died in 1962 aged 82 years.  He is buried in 

Droitwich with his wife, Alice, who had died just two days before him, next to the church of 
the Sacred Heart. 

 

 


