
Thornbury’s Gas Works 

(This short article was created for the BS35 Magazine using research 

notes relating to the website www.thornburyroots.co.uk.  See website 
for more information) 

 

Gas first came to Bristol comparatively quickly.  One of the pioneers of the new technology 

was John Breillat a silk dyer and cloth finisher who illuminated his house and shop in 1811.  
Bristol’s streets were lit by gas in 1817.   

Thornbury took a long time to follow Bristol's example.  A letter to Thornbury's mayor in 
1839 indicated Thornbury’s first steps to installing a public gas supply. 

"some of the principal inhabitants of this town having contemplated the lighting of the 

town with Gas and having conferred with Mr Stears the engineer of the Stroud Gas 

company thereon, I have received W. Stears instructions to submit the subject to your 
consideration" 

The site first considered for the new gas works was in the centre of Thornbury, on what is 

now The Plain near the corner with Quaker Lane.  The Council was concerned that “the 

erection of such a building would be the occasion of any nuisance or annoyance in the way 

of smoke effluvia or otherwise to all or any of the inhabitants of the town.” 

The site finally chosen was a little out of town and certainly away from the more important 

inhabitants.  The lane in which it was stood became known as Gashouse Lane but was later 
renamed Park Road. 

The old gasworks and the neighbouring house for its manager have since been replaced by 

a car park and scout hut next to Streamside Walk in Park Road, but there is a gas 

installation here to this day.  The photograph is of the Gashouse next to the works.  It is 

likely that this photograph was taken just before the gasworks and house were 
demolished.   



We also have a description of the works from a former resident, Jack Pridham; "The 

gasworks was in a depression in a field right next to the road on the right hand side 

looking north.  It had two gasometers (one down and the other up) which could hardly be 

seen in the depression.  The gashouse itself was right on the road and of red brick.  There 

was a double gate leading to a yard where the coal was brought in and the heart of the 
operation, the ovens, were on the right of the yard." 

It is believed that the Thornbury Gas Light and Coke Company applied to be registered in 

August 1855.  St Mary's church may have been the first part of Thornbury to be lit by the 
public supply.  It was mentioned in the parish records of September 29th 1856. 

A notice in the newspaper of 4th October 1856 was able to announce that the lights had 

finally been turned on.  "We were misinformed last week as to the Thornbury Gas 

Company when we stated that they would not be in position to light the town for some 

weeks.  The public and private lamps have been lit up during the week.  The old town 

looked quite brilliant with its array of lamps and a wag facetiously remarked that he had 
seen two rare things in Thornbury 'a gas lamp lit up and a policeman.' "  

Not everything changes. 

The Breillat family continued to advise local districts about gas installation and in June 

1857 Thornbury Gas Company paid "Mr Breillat" for his professional services.  This was 

probably Ebenezer Breilllat, John's son.  John Breillat died 4th April 1865 and is 

commemorated at Arnos Vale Cemetery in Bristol. 


