
George Trayhurn  

Sheep Stealer to Gold Miner 

(This short article was created for the BS35 Magazine using research 

notes relating to the website www.thornburyroots.co.uk.  See website 
for more information) 

 

Transportation to Australia, often for very minor crimes, was just one of the harsh 

punishments for criminals in Victorian England. The internet now gives us the 

opportunity to trace what happened to these people in Australia.  Some of their 

stories showed that transportation also offered unexpected opportunities that 
would not have been available in rural Gloucestershire. 

George Trayhurn and his friend Joseph Birt both of Thornbury were jointly 

convicted of stealing sheep at the Gloucester Assizes of 5th August 1835.  The 

sheep were the property of Jonathan Muckleston Key, a local landowner then 
living at Thornbury House. 

George was the son of Thomas Trayhurn who was a tailor in Thornbury.  He was 

sent from Gloucester on 1st September 1835 to Woolwich and imprisoned in the 

prison hulk Justitia on the Thames (which must have looked rather like the one in 

this photograph).  He then sailed with 269 other convicts on 11th February 1836 

aboard the Strathsfieldsaye to New South Wales.  At that time he was described 

as an errand boy aged only about 17 but in later records he was said to be a 

butcher. 

We understand that he was given his ticket of leave in 1844.  He certainly 

appeared in the pardons and tickets of leave lists 1842-1845.  This gave him a 

considerable degree of liberty and he seems to have used his freedom to make a 

successful new life.  In 1846 he applied to be a publican of the Royal Oak in West 

Maitland.  Later that year he married Agnes Bathgate.  According to family trees 



on the internet, George and Agnes had seven children between 1847 and 1860.  
He also became publican of the Royal Arch. 

If George Trayhurn had received harsh punishment as a prisoner, he was equally 

capable of dealing it out to others.  In 1855 he was fined 20 shillings for attacking 

his servant James King with a whip and with his fists and then kicking James 

whilst he lay on the floor.  The same newspaper article reports the next case 

which also featured George assaulting someone that same day.  This was his 

apprentice James Balcombe.  George's defence was that the apprentice had not 
"kept out the cow". 

Although these incidents suggest that George Trayhurn was tough and sometimes 

violent, they also reveal how well the man had done since being transported.  He 
now had at least two servants, a business and at least one cow.   

We believe that there was a reason for the extent of George's success, apart from 

hard work and a fierce determination to get his own way.  A newspaper article in 

1862 described a gold mine called Lachlan Diggings near a town called Forbes, 

about 300 miles from Maitland.  The information in the article was provided by a 

townsman of Maitland who had returned from a seven months' stay there.  The 

"townsman" was George Trayhurn who seemed to be something of an expert.  It 

seems he had also had experience on other gold fields.  Had George stayed in 

Gloucestershire a journey of 300 miles would have been a huge adventure, and 

almost as unlikely as working in a goldfield. 

He died at Ford's Creek on 12th January 1875 aged 56.  His death was an 

accident.  His spring cart apparently hit a tree and he died of a broken neck 
almost instantly. 


