
Incident at the Police Station 

 

(This short article was created for the BS35 Magazine using research 

notes relating to the website www.thornburyroots.co.uk.  See website 

for more information) 

 

 

The photograph here shows what is now the Town 

Hall in the High Street when it was a police station.  

The police station was built in 1860 and the 1861 

census shows that it was home to Police Sergeant 

David Rawle, his wife and their five children. Two 

police constables, Daniel Page and Reuben Rodman 

also lived there.  

 

It was not yet six o’clock on a Sunday morning in 

early June 1861 when David Rawle came 

downstairs into the police station and found Charles 

Frederick Gill sitting on a stool there.  Charles was 

wearing a waistcoat but no jacket or shoes.  His 

story was that he had been staying the night at the 

Beaufort Arms in the High St.   This pub was next 

door to what is now the Knot of Rope.  Charles 

accused the landlord of the Beaufort Arms Mr Luce 

of threatening him and throwing him out of the 

hotel.  He was very agitated and kept trying to 

make a list of the property that he had left behind 

in the pub.  

 

The police sergeant was acquainted with Charles 

Gill and must have known that until recently he had 

been working as an assistant to the local doctor, Edward Long, and had been living with 

the doctor and his family at Wigmore House in Castle St.   He may also have known that 

Charles Gill had recently been dismissed from this post for being drunk.  

  

Possibly it was because he was acquainted with this man and knew that he came from a 

very respectable family that Sergeant Rawle decided to allow Charles to rest on the sofa in 

his front parlour.  Probably other drunks would have been left to sleep off their intoxication 

in one of the two police cells that are still in this building and can be seen by those 

enjoying a cup of tea at the Drop In Centre. 

 

Charles Gill was left alone in Sergeant Rawles’ parlour until 10am when Mrs Rawle came in 

to the room and found a terrifying sight.  Charles was lying in a pool of blood with his 

throat cut.  Dr Long was quickly summoned and said that Charles had died of wounds to 

his neck which he thought were made by a lancet and were probably self inflicted.  

 

That very day Sergeant Rawle accompanied another gentleman to Bath to see the 

deceased’s father Admiral Gill and to break the terrible news to him. 

 

The inquest into the death of Charles Gill on 17th June 1861 took place as was the custom 

in a public house.  In this instance it was the Swan Inn in the High St.  Several people 

gave evidence at these proceedings, including Dr Long who said that Charles Gill was 

prone to these delirious spells and that he appeared to use “exciting drugs” and also 

laudanum.  There was no doubt in his mind that Gill had committed suicide while in this 

drug induced state.  

 

The Jury’s verdict determined that it was a case of death by suicide.  The verdict appears 

to have been a foregone conclusion despite the fact that the evidence included a reference 

to the fact that no knife or lancet had been found in the room.  Today’s readers of 



detective fiction will no doubt find this scenario very familiar indeed and might have been 

more inclined to ask questions. 

 


