
Copy of letter from Tom Stinchcombe in Russia .   

                               Moscow Russia 

                              Feb 25
th

 and March 9
th

  

                                1885 

Dear Father & Mother & Brother John, 

I received your letter this morning and was extremely pleased to hear from 

you.  I had it this morning the first thing, and believe me I have not had you out 

of my mind all day.  I have been looking daily for a line from you.  I am glad to 

hear that your arm is better Mother and I am very sorry to hear Father has 

been so poorly as well as John, but I am very pleased to hear that they are both 

better.  As regards myself in health, I am pleased to tell you that I never felt 

better with the exception of a little tightness on the chest the first thing in the 

morning.  I am very sorry to hear that the work has been and is still so very 

slack, and first and worst is the horrible low money called wages in Thornbury 

when a man makes his full time.  The lower class here are very poorly paid, but 

Moscow as a rule is a very gay place and an awful place to spend money.  The 

people here spend money as free as rain falls, clothing is about the most 

expensive thing here if you have anything good. The Beer is very good but all in 

bottles, with the exception of the large Hotels. 

I am glad John is doing in the tea alright.  I should be pleased to have the 

Observer, I don’t get the Paper from George now, nor I have not heard from 

him lately.  I do get the London daily paper here every day, just a week after 

the date.  There is no dependence on getting a paper here through the Post 

from England, as they are examined at the General P. Office and are supposed 

to be ordered here through a bookseller.  In reply to your query about a 

newspaper from here I think you must fancy that we have English newspapers 

printed here, but I can assure you that there is not only no papers in English 

but very little English here to read them.  You won’t hear any English here.  

There is an Englishman comes to see me sometimes.  He is an engineer and has 

been here and in St Petersburgh a great many years.  He is getting old now. 

They are very slack of work where he is and they owe him a lot of money and 

he is going to law with them over it.  But if it is a Russian paper you want which 



perhaps it is I will send you one of this week’s comical ones, so that the 

pictures will amuse you as well as the print for I am sure you won’t be able to 

make out a word, because the letters are all called different.  A B in English is a 

V in Russian and a P in English is a R in Russian.  In fact it is not a little bit like 

English, French or German, and you would be highly amused and most awful 

savage to be walking along the streets here and not be able to make out a Tea 

shop from a butcher.  They are not allowed to expose the meat outside the 

shops like they do in England, but it is really wonderful to see the assortment 

of things there is here.  The fruit is splendid here the apples look like now here 

as though they were only just picked off the tree and the onions are as fresh as 

though it was September.  Splendid onions at four copecks (a penny) a pound. 

There is some splendid buildings here finer than any I saw in London, and they 

are nearly all white like chalk and any amount of churches and the Domes of 

the Top of the churches is leaf gold and when the moon shines here of a night 

(and I never saw the moon shine like it does here ) the sight is one of the 

grandest I ever saw and opposite our Factory is the Emperor of Russia’s Palace 

and it stands up high, now we go up there of a night as we can then look over a 

great part of Moscow, and now we have plenty snow it glistens in the 

moonlight like silver.  It is very fine I can assure you.  How you seem curious 

about the marketing on Sunday, you see the people here are mostly paid ON 

Saturday night or Sunday morning, and it is pretty nearly the same in Germany 

and France.  The people in these countries look on Sunday as a day of their 

own so enjoy themselves as they are religious every day in the week and they 

will tell you so, that they are not like the English in England,  saints on Sunday 

and sinners all the week.  It is no use my trying to convert the Russians to 

English ways, there is the old saying still, when you are in Rome you must do as 

the Romans, and that applies to Russia  I can assure you.  I have not been able 

to get my photo taken yet but will do in the course of a few days and send you 

one.  I got a few pounds and shall be glad to send you some but you see it is 

terrible awkward to send money from here to England in small sums.  There is 

no postal orders here like in England.  I don’t think I can send you less than £5, 

and that must be by draft on the bank.  Now the best thing you can do, if £5 is 

any use to you, is to ask Mr Porter at the Bank at Thornbury if they will cash a 

£5 draft on the Bank of Moscow or must I or can I send it through their London 

agents, if so, and who are their agents in London.  Now the sooner you can do 



that and write me the particulars I have stated you, the sooner you will get 

your five sovereigns and a couple of grunters in the sty.  I only got Roubles ( a 

Rouble is 2s) and if I could send you them they would be as much use to you as 

a bad penny but they are awful handy to a fellow here.  Now let me know as 

soon as you can, because if the Thornbury Bank cannot do it there is other 

ways and means, but this would suit me and you best and you don’t 

understand much about finances.  I think they can do it a week if they have a 

mind to.  Just ask as I have put it here in the underlining, and write at once and 

I will lose you no time in sending.  Let me know all the news.  I am so pleased 

to get a letter.  I only write to them that write me.  I am pleased to tell you that 

I am very comfortable with the best of everything that money will buy in eating 

and drinking.  I get a 100 roubles a month which I take the 6
th

 day of the 

month, as much Roast Beef, Roast Pork, Fowls, Ducks or Geese, Rabbits and all 

the rest of it too numerous to mention as I like to eat every day into the 

bargain. 


