
The Malthouse 

(This short article was created for the BS35 Magazine using research 

notes relating to the website www.thornburyroots.co.uk.  See website 
for more information) 

This building is still a familiar sight in 
Thornbury.  Since the firm of Green and 
Burton moved to the industrial estate it has 
been unused, awaiting re-development and 
quietly falling into decay.  Few people who 
pass it will know its varied career, which 
illustrates how adaptable buildings were in 
the past.  

When it was built and its uses in the earliest 
years are hard to establish but it seems that 
the building was used as a malthouse and it 

is still known by many locals by that name.   

A document of 1765 says that the then owner of the property, Matthew Meredith, had owned the 
property since 1744. A later indenture relating to the same property (dated 1st November 1769) 
refers to 'the barn …. which is now converted into a Malthouse'.  There are other documents which 
suggest earlier dates still, one of which relates to 1604 and appears to refer to that building. 

We understand there were several malthouses in Thornbury supplying the many small beerhouses 
in the town and the surrounding area with malt. A malthouse is a single storied building in which 
a grain (often barley) is dried as part of the brewing process. 

In later years it became a forge. The 1894 Rate Book shows that the property was occupied by 
blacksmith, Gilbert Symes who rented it from Ann Ford.  By 1899 Gilbert transferred his 
business to the property on The Plain (next to the Royal George) where he and his son, Maurice, 
continued to trade for many years.   

Later still the Rate Books from 1899 to 1910 show the building was used as a Printing Office 
by Edward Brown.  Edward Henry Mahony Brown was the proprietor, editor, printer and 
reporter of the weekly paper the South Gloucestershire Chronicle which was proudly said to be 
the only newspaper published in the Thornbury and which gave detailed accounts of news in 
Thornbury.  His home, office and stationery shop were in what is now 32 and 34 High Street but 

we believe that the malt house was for a time used as his work 
shop. 

After being used as a print office, the next use found for the 
property was as a fire station.  We know from a photograph 
taken in 1906 that the fire station was located in the Market Hall 
in the High Street (in what is now Wildings Shop).  The fire 
brigade was given notice to quit this location when Mr 
Weatherhead purchased the building in 1910.  We understand 
from an account written about the history of the Thornbury Fire 
Service that the Brigade then moved to a new station costing £8 
per annum - this seems to have been when the brigade first 
came to the Malthouse.  



The fire station at the Malthouse eventually closed in 1930 when a purpose-built new station was 
built in the High Street. 

After the Fire Brigade moved away, we understand the building was used for storage of a grocer's 
van.  It later got used by Thornbury Motor Company - the business was owned by Mike Manning 
who operated from several buildings in this area on both sides of the street.  They used the 
Malthouse as a panel beating and spray shop.  It was closed when Thornbury Motor Company 
moved to Gillingstool and the spray body shop moved to the Trading Estate 

From about 1974 the building was taken over by Green and Burton, a business selling and 
servicing electrical appliances.  It was set up by Mervyn Green who moved from Leicester to 
settle in Thornbury in Thornbury.  In about 2004/5 they were forced to vacate the building and 
moved to new premises in Short Way on the Industrial Estate where they are still trading.  Since 
then the building has deteriorated considerably.  It is hoped that the building doesn’t suffer the 
same fate as the historic Quaker Meeting Hall, which deteriorated to such an extent it “had to be 
demolished.” 
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