
March Snow Causes Disruption 
 

Through reading Victorian newspapers and old school log books, members of the Research 

Group have seen that winters in this area seem to have been much colder, with a number of 

moderate to heavy snowfalls every year. In 1891 a severe snowstorm hit this region. On 

Thursday 12th March the Bristol Mercury reported on “THE BLIZZARD’S TRAIL: THORNBURY: 

The spring weather of the past few days gave place on Monday to midwinter. The wind was 

intensely cold, and pedestrians unable to withstand the biting atmosphere hurried through the 

streets as quickly as possible to the shelter of their own homes. About eight o’clock snow, fine 

as powder, began to be driven against the window panes, and speedily fi nding its way through 

every little crack and crevice announced its unwelcome entrance into almost every dwelling. 

During Tuesday the storm raged in all its fury. Locomotion was diffi cult and in some places 

dangerous; the train and postal services were completely disorganised, and the Bristol morning 

newspapers did not arrive in Thornbury till late at night. An attempt was made to open up the 

railroad between Thornbury and Yate, but the engine which was sent forward with this object 

became embedded in a snow drift between Tytherington and Iron Acton. Information was 

conveyed to Yate, and a break down gang with two engines was dispatched, which succeeded 

after some time in digging out the imprisoned engine, but the train service did not assume its 

normal condition until yesterday morning. The householders’ experience of the snowstorm is 

anything but a pleasant one, for the snow was driven with such force against the roofs of the 

houses that it penetrated under the tiles, and deposited a layer varying in thickness from one to 

three inches (up to about 7.5 cms) on some of the bedroom ceilings. Happily no casualties were 

reported.” 

 

In Bristol this storm caused vehicles to come to a standstill, despite the use of extra horses 

and lighter loads. Pedestrians, if they dared to venture outside at all, had to walk in the middle 

of the road to avoid the snow slipping from roofs. The Dorset and Somerset railway lines were 

blocked but the main line to the north remained open with some delays. It was reported that 

the average depth of snow in the region was six inches (about 15 cms) but in places there were 

snow drifts of up to four feet in depth (about 1.2 metres). 

 

In Queen Victoria’s Golden Jubilee year of 1887 a newspaper report on 21st March entitled 

“JUBILEE SNOWSTORM” described conditions in Bristol. The traffic was almost stopped and the 

streets were deserted. “Pounds worth of damage” was done to roofs, greenhouses, 

conservatories and ornamental freestone work due to the weight of frozen snow. The authorities 

were forced to employ “hundreds of hands to clear the main thoroughfares, at a heavy cost, 

which will have to be specially provided for out of the rates”. 
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