
Miss Saise’s Cottage 
(This short article was created for the BS35 Magazine using research notes relating to 

the website www.thornburyroots.co.uk.  See website for more information) 

 
There is a small cottage in the High Street, so small that it does not even seem to have qualified 

for a house number.  It is owned by the Town Council of Thornbury and often referred to in 

Council documents only as “Miss Saise’s Cottage.” Yet it qualifies to have a plaque on the 

front.  This says that Handel Cossham MP was born in the house and it describes him as a Non-

Conformist Preacher, Industrialist, Geologist Politician Educationalist and Public Benefactor.   It 

is an impressive list of achievements of an impressive man. 

 

The photograph here on the right is the building as it is 

now. 

 

It will require much more research to trace the full 

history of this property and the land once attached to 

it.  What we appear to have established so far is that it 

once was part a property called the “The Fraternity”, 

references to which seem to go back as far as the 

fifteenth century, although it was rebuilt in the 

eighteenth Century. 

 

We know that when Handel Cossham’s great 

grandfather, George Cossham bought this property in 

1782 it included a whole acre of ground called the Town 

Orchard.  Part of this land was used by the Cossham 

family who were carpenters to build five houses that 

became numbers 73 to 81 High Street. 

 

The most well known member of the family to have lived in this house was Handel Cossham. In 

1845 at the age of 21 he moved to a colliery near Yate and studied mining.  He was extremely 

successful at this.  The Gazette newspaper says that his four collieries at Pucklechurch and St 

George had a daily output of between 700 and 1000 tons of steam and house coal and that he 

employed 1,500 people, and sometimes said he was the largest employer in the West of 

England.  He became an MP for East Bristol in 1885. 

 

Handel had no children and wanted the name of Cossham to be remembered in Thornbury. In 

1888 he bought the old Wesleyan Chapel in Thornbury for £150. He gifted it to a group of 

trustees for use of a public hall, which was to be known as the Cossham Hall. 

 

Handel was a benefactor to the whole area of what is now South Gloucestershire.  Many people 

will know that his will provided the funds to build the Cossham Memorial Hospital in 

Kingswood.  They may not be aware that during his life time Handel also helped to set up 

several schools on the British School model and one of these was in Thornbury itself in 

1862.  This eventually became Gillingstool.  British Schools were set up by members of the Non-

Conformist Churches to provide poor children with an affordable education. 

 

Although the cottage displays the plaque alerting people to its historical connections, few people 



in Thornbury appreciate the full significance of its history. Since 1914 when Hester Saise 

Handel’s cousin died, the building has been for the most part forgotten by the town .and used 

as a store. 

 

It may be incorporated into plans being developed for a modern arts and community facility. If 

this is the case, then it is hoped that the building will be restored sympathetically and regain a 

place in Thornbury’s history. 
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