
Mrs Chambers’ Quilt 

(This short article was created for the BS35 Magazine using research notes relating to 
the website www.thornburyroots.co.uk.  See website for more information) 

 

 

One of the highlights of the current “Stitches in Time” exhibition at Thornbury Museum is a 

wonderful patchwork quilt.  It was kindly loaned to the museum by the family of Mrs Maud Young 

from Shepperdine . 

The quilt was created by Mrs Lucy Chambers of Rosemount (at the top of the High Street). Lucy 

was the wife of John Taylor Chambers, a teacher of music who was organist at St Mary's church for 

60 years.  Lucy ran a private school at Rosemount and we can only wonder if her pupils helped her 

with the sewing. 

The quilt was made as fundraiser towards the costs of building the new vicarage in 1894.  This is 

now a private house, at the bottom of Castle Street next to the entrance to Thornbury Castle.  

The former vicarage on this site had been condemned as "insanitary and unsuitable." Plans to 

demolish the building and erect a new vicarage were drawn up by the diocesan surveyor Frederick 

Waller.  The project, including paying for temporary accommodation for the vicar, was costed at 

£1695 5s. The Dean and Chapter of Christ Church College Oxford and various local worthies made 

generous donations and by June 1895 we know that £1480 10s 6d had been raised.  The remainder 

was to be found by the people of Thornbury who began various fund raising activities.   

After a series of concerts and other events £150 still remained to be paid off.  A big sale of work in 

the garden of the new vicarage was arranged for August 9th 1900 to be followed by music and 



dancing.  Sadly the weather meant that the event had to be held in the National Schoolroom, this is 

the school that is now St Mary's Primary.   

Lucy Chambers' quilt, made especially for this occasion, is a patchwork of red white and blue.  In 

the centre (shown here in our photograph) is a panel showing the old vicarage that had been 

demolished  

Around this central panel are squares, some 

embroidered with flowers and others with the 

initials of the business people of the town, 

often with small motifs signifying the 

appropriate trade. This makes it a wonderful 

"Thornbury Trade Directory" of 1900 in 

textile and tells us a lot about the town at that 

time.   

The second photograph here shows just a few 

of the squares.  One bears the initials of John 

Taylor Chambers and has a motif of a bar of music, very suitable for a music teacher.  Another 

square has the initials of Alice Beatrice Underhill nee Chambers who was a draper and dressmaker 

in the High Street, with its example of ladies' fashion. 

 

To see the quilt itself and to learn more about this story and much else, visit Thornbury Museum 

which is open from Tuesday to Friday from 1pm to 4pm and on Saturdays from 10am to 4pm. 


