
The Prisoner of War Camp 
 

(This short article was created for the BS35 Magazine using research notes relating to 
the website www.thornburyroots.co.uk.  See website for more information) 

 

The row of modern houses next to Streamside Walk in Gloucester Road, opposite the 

former Thornbury Hospital, may seem an odd topic for an article on local history.  However 

older residents of Thornbury will know that this was the site of the Italian Prisoner of War 

camp during World War II. 

 

The field that the camp occupied has been variously described to us as the "10 acre" or 

"20 acre" field.  It was owned by Mr Cullimore and some locals can recall haymaking there.  

Part of this field was used to house a comparatively small group of Italian prisoners 

perhaps 20 or 30 prisoners. 

 

According to Jack Pridham who was a young lad at that time the Italians had been 

captured in North Africa and they arrived in Thornbury about 1942 or 43.  They caused 

quite a sensation in a town that had rarely seen any kind of foreigner, let alone "the 

enemy."  A lot of townspeople went for walks down Gloucester Road just to see what had 

arrived in their midst. 

 

The Italians, defiantly perhaps, created a statue of Romulus and Remus and erected it on a 

plinth at the front of the camp.  They also got on with more reassuringly normal activities: 

hanging out washing and making small gardens.  They also had an interesting way of 

earning extra funds.  They made small items.  Dr Hilary Newton still has two baskets that 

she bought at that time and another local lady remembers their ingenious wooden toys 

being much appreciated at a time of general deprivation.  One of the activities the Italians 

enjoyed in the town was to go to the Picture House (cinema), although we have been told 

that they had to sit in the front row.  

 

We have been told that the prisoners worked on Pound Farm, Eastwood, Lower Marlwood 

and out at the Knapp.  We would like to hear any confirmation of this or indeed any aspect 

of this story. 

 

Jack Pridham remembers that "they were split up into two groups, those who wore green 

uniforms and those in brown.  The former were the collaborators who went out daily to 

work on the farms and, apart from 

the curfew hours, were authorised 

to visit the town.  The ‘browns’ 

were the fascist element who did 

not intend to help the British war 

effort and were initially given less 

freedom.  However, they too were 

eventually allowed into town. They 

appeared to be a better educated 

and a more friendly group than the 

‘greens’ who spoke little English 

and, in retrospect, may have been 

short and dark men from the 

southern Italian countryside.  

‘Greens’ and ‘browns’ were never 

seen together." 

 

Prisoners of war who worked on 

farms became a controversial topic 

after the war when men were 

"demobbed" and found foreigners 

doing their jobs on the farm very 

cheaply.  The prisoners were eventually allowed to return to Italy. 



 

 

The field returned to peace time, although the camp remained for some time.  In 1959 

Messrs Joseph Webb (Thornbury) Ltd proposed to build a public house on this site and 

their plans quite clearly showed the former Prisoner of War Camp marked on it.  For some 

reason it was decided that Thornbury did not need another pub and houses were 

eventually built here instead. 

 

These articles are produced by members of Thornbury & District Museum’s Research Group.  To read 
more about other events in the history of Thornbury visit  www.thornburyroots.co.uk  
 
Thornbury Museum is open from Tuesday to Friday from 1pm to 4pm and on Saturdays from 10am to 
4pm.   
It is hoped that Professor J. B. Pridham's memories "The Handiest Man in Gloucestershire" quoted in 
this article will be published very soon. 


