
The Parliamentary Candidate 

(This short article was created for the BS35 Magazine using research 

notes relating to the website www.thornburyroots.co.uk.  See website 

for more information) 

In 1936 the house in Castle Street now 

known as Fairfield house was sold to Captain 

J. E. Sears.  Although he only lived in 

Thornbury for a short time, he certainly rates 

as one of the town’s livelier citizens. 

He had become well known in 1933 when he 

was fined for the wilful damage of a wreath!  

He drove up to the Cenotaph in London, took 

the wreath and threw it into the Thames.  He 

then gave himself up to the police.  This 

particular wreath had been placed on the 

Cenotaph by Hitler’s Emissary, Dr. 

Rosenberg.  Captain Sears explained in court 

that his actions were “a deliberate national 

protest against the desecration of our 

National War Memorial by the placing on it 

of a wreath by Hitler's emissary."  Shortly 

before this incident Dr Rosenberg had given 

a speech justifying the harsh measures taken 

by the Nazi Government against Communists and Jews.  The German newspaper "Berliner 

Tageblatt" expressed astonishment that Captain Sears had only been fined for this behaviour.  

A similar act in Germany would have been treated more severely!   

In September 1936 his home in Thornbury was the venue for a meeting of the Thornbury 

Divisional Labour Party.  It was attended by Rt Hon. Arthur Greenwood MP Deputy Leader 

of the Opposition.  Captain Sears gave a speech explaining that he had joined the Labour 

Party because he believed that the teachings of God should be applied to everyday life in a 

practical way.  One example of this was that ” he was drafting at that moment a children's 

milk bill.  This would provide for a glass of milk for every child each day."  He felt this was a 

practical solution to the problem of child malnutrition which beset the country.  In another 

speech in Berkeley he said there were two million malnourished children in Britain.  Free 

school milk only became a reality in an Act of 1946.  We do not know whether Captain Sears' 

efforts played any role in this. 

In 1937 the local Gazette published a letter from Captain Sears expressing his concern for 

child welfare in Thornbury.  He wrote of his astonishment that in Thornbury the T.B. Clinic 

and a Child Welfare Clinic used the same room.  To make matters worse this room had no 

ventilation.  He wrote to the County Medical Officer asking for an extension so that two 

rooms could be added.  He offered to raise money to equip these two extra rooms as a dental 

clinic and a “sunray clinic”.  The forthcoming Carnival and Flower Show (which were under 

the auspices of the local Labour Party) would be in aid of this fund.   

Captain Sears seemed to have had something of a talent for invention and design.  The 

Western Daily Press in July 1937 reported on the factory that "has been opened at Kingswood 

for the manufacture of a new air-lock device for use in sealing rooms against poison gas, 

which has been invented by Capt. J. E. Sears."  This device was to provide a safe area should 



poisoned gas be used in war time in this country.  We have here a photograph of a 

demonstration of this device. 

In August 1937 Captain Sears resigned from the Thornbury Division of the Labour Party and 

left town.  Apparently he had informed the executive committee of the Labour Party that he 

could no longer afford to subscribe to the funds as much as he had.  The committee’s 

response had been that they would have to find another candidate.   

 


