
Pye Corner 

(This short article was created for the BS35 Magazine using research 

notes relating to the website www.thornburyroots.co.uk.  See website 

for more information) 

 

 
 

This photograph shows an area of Thornbury High Street which some older residents 

may recall was once known as Pye (or Pie) Corner.  

 

The name Pye Corner appears in a record of 1777 when John Lippiatt a 'taylor and 

innholder of Thornbury' made a will that left his wife a property he called "Pye 

Corner."  We know from later documents that the property to which he referred stood 

in this corner of the High Street.  Although John was an 'innholder' or publican we 

have not yet found a record of an inn that was called actually called Pie (or Pye) 

Corner.  For some time there has been speculation as to what this phrase meant.  

 

Meg Wise of Thornbury Museum has done some research into the references to "Pie 

Corner" and the fact that this area was known by that name up until comparatively 

modern times.  She believes that this may have been the site of a Pie Powder Court.  

 

Meg found that in 1670 King Charles II granted to William Viscount Stafford and his 

wife Lady Mary, the right to hold a “market for the buying and selling of all manner 

of corn and cattle as well as any other thing or merchandise” weekly on a Wednesday 

within the town or borough of Thornbury.  The terms of this grant included the right 

to hold “two new fairs”; one on the Monday every Easter week and one on the nearest 

Monday to the Feast of the Apostle (December 21st) and to hold "Courts of Pie 

Powder".  

 

The term "Pie Powder" comes from a French term meaning "dusty feet" (pied poudre) 

and applied to an exceptional judicial process for trying civil cases involving 

travellers (usually merchants or their customers) from outside the locality.  These 

courts were usually held on market or fair days in towns and boroughs.  Meg Wise 

believes that “Pie Corner” could have been the venue for such a court.  This theory is 

partly supported by the fact that it was in a suitable place as the market was once held 



in this area of the High Street.  It was also near to the Market House which is now part 

of Wildings.  Towards the back of this shop which is now the menswear department is 

still a room which was once a single cell gaol (known as the Blind House), where 

offenders could be imprisoned.  

 

The courts were generally held in public houses and it may be significant that John 

Lippiatt who owned the property at Pie Corner was known to have been a publican. 

We know that at a later period a court was held in the room built above the Market 

Hall which is now Wildings' toy department.  Probably this was the court room at the 

time John Lippiatt wrote his will.  Even in John Lippiatt's time the Pie Powder Court 

may already have become obsolete. 

 


