
The Register Office 
(This short article was created for the BS35 Magazine using research notes relating to the 

website www.thornburyroots.co.uk.  See website for more information) 

The building that is now Parky's fish and chip 

shop in Thornbury High Street is worth a 

close look even if you don't want to buy their 
fragrant food. 

It was once the Register Office and it has an 
interesting and slightly sad history.  

It was designed by an architect of some 

standing, Samuel Whitfield Daukes.  

Samuel's work includes some fine houses, 

such as nearby Eastwood Park (in 1868). He 

was also responsible for public buildings such 

as Lansdown railway station in Cheltenham 
and Colney Hatch Lunatic Asylum. 

It was built in 1839 to accommodate 

the Registers and Index prescribed by two 

Acts of Parliament passed in 1836.  These 

were "The Act for Marriages in England" and "The Births and Deaths Registration Act." The Register 

Office was intended to accommodate these registers for 500 years.  It had to be both fireproof and 

burglar proof.  The original design decreed that the doors were lined with iron plate, the windows 

cast iron with sheet iron shutters and the ceiling fireproofed.  The office was to be occupied by the 
Registrar himself during office hours and also used for "contracting marriages." 

The nature of the building was one of the factors that led to its downfall.  As it was so very secure, 

ventilation was a problem.  Daukes plan sensibly included a heating and ventilation system based on 
a "flat iron stove which is to extend under the lobby." 

The Board of Guardians (the equivalent of a modern day local Council) that commissioned the 

building was very thrifty.  One of the economies later made was to leave the fire unlit.  This was one 
of the reasons why the building became unusable. 

By 1900 an inspection showed very extensive damp problems and it was felt that the building was 

not suitable either for performing marriages or storing documents - which is a disadvantage for a 

Register Office.  The Guardians arranged for the registers to be kept elsewhere but could find no use 

for the Register Office.  

More than twenty years later in December 1922 a newspaper article said that the committee that 

had been set up to consider how the Register Office could be used "could offer no suggestions".  

In view of the lack of agreement regarding the building's future the chairman suggested a solution - 
the decision should be postponed!   

Over the next few decades many suggestions were made for its use - including a public 

convenience.  During World War II it was used by firemen as a place to store uniforms and to relax.  

In the 1950s it was referred to as the Food Office, although Oriel House in Castle Street was also 
used for this purpose. 

It was not until the 1960s that the building was used regularly.  Even then it seems to have been 

continually under threat of demolition.  By 1968 it seems to have been occupied by the Royal 

Insurance Company.  Many residents will also remember an independent insurance broker, Len 
Smith. 



After more years of neglect it was converted into a fish and chip shop.  Hopefully, modern 
ventilation will prevent any further problems for what is a very attractive little building 

This article was published in BS35 Local in April 2013 

 


