
A Soldiers Story 
 

(This short article was created for the BS35 Magazine using research notes 

relating to the website www.thornburyroots.co.uk. See website for more 

information) 

 
Many people are aware of the war memorial at St Mary’s Church 

but there are other war memorials in Thornbury.  The photograph 

shown here shows the memorial at Castle Upper School.  The 

photograph was taken by Emma Proven, a pupil of that school 

and we are very grateful to her and to her teacher Garry Atterton 

for their permission to use it.  In 1921 when the original 

memorial was erected this school was Thornbury Grammar 

School.  

 

The Thornbury Gazette on 17th December 1921 reported the 

unveiling of the first memorial.  The confidence expressed in the 

article that this had been the war to end all wars is particularly 

poignant. 

 

“Yesterday week the tablet that was erected as a memorial to the old boys who gave their 

lives in the war was unveiled and dedicated at Thornbury Grammar School.  The tablet is 

made of oak surmounted with the school crest  beautifully carved, while with the names of 

the fallen, seventeen in number are inscribed in gold lettering on a black background; it is 

placed in the school assembly room.  In addition to the masters and scholars there were 

present the parents of the fallen, the Governors of the school and subscribers towards the 

memorial…..Canon Cornwall in a short address to the scholars, said the memorial would 

remain as a permanent reminder to them of their duties to their King and country.  

Although it was extremely unlikely that their services would be needed in a military sense, 

yet it was just as important that they should fit themselves for whatever contingency 

might arise.” 

One of the names on this memorial was that of Claude Higgins, the son of the blacksmith 

Oliver Higgins and his first wife Mary Ann.  Oliver’s forge was at the side of his home in 
Pullins Green.    

Claude was admitted to the Grammar School in 1906.  Claude had been a student at what 

is now Gillingstool School and the school’s log book gives us a glimpse of what a very 

promising young man he was.  The entry for January 8th 1906 said “Claude Higgins has 

obtained the first scholarship at the Grammar School tenable for three years.  He obtained 

nearly 300 marks more than the second boy in the examination.   He had received no 

extra preparation for the exam.” 

 

Claude enlisted with the Royal Army Medical Corps and was sent to France in August 1915.  

His death in 1917 was unusual because he was not killed by the enemy but whilst he was 

saving a friend from drowning.  The local newspaper explained what had happened to 

Claude.  It featured a letter dated 27th April 1917 written by a fellow officer, J.L. Craig.  

This letter described how Claude, a Second Lieutenant was posted to Mesopotamia and 

was camped there while waiting to join the North Staffordshire Regiment.  He and some 

friends went down to the river Tigris one afternoon.  Shortly after they got there one of the 

young men Frank Harrison threw up his arms and disappeared under the water.  Claude 

Higgins went in to save his friend but neither of them could swim.  They were swept away 

by the strong current and never seen again. 

It was particularly tragic because Claude had only married in 1916.  The photograph 
shown here was taken at his wedding to Rhoda Revers at Elmley Castle in Worcestershire. 



 


