
A Soldier's Story 
 
(This short article was created for the BS35 Magazine using research notes relating to the 

website www.thornburyroots.co.uk. See website for more information) 

 
So many young Thornbury men became soldiers in 

the First World War that it is hard to select a single 

one to represent those who gave their lives.  The 

death of every soldier should be remembered.   The 

story of this one young man has been chosen simply 

because so much is known about the circumstances 

of his death and about his family. 

 

Charles Stanley Spencer Palmer (known as "Charlie") 

was the son of James and Amy Spencer Palmer who 

owned a chemist shop at Coronation House in the 

High Street in Thornbury.  This property is now a 

charity shop for the PDSA.  Charlie was born in 

Thornbury on 26th January 1896.  He must have had 

a happy and protected childhood.   Although there 

were seven children in the family they seem to have 

been reasonably prosperous.  Education and religion 

both seemed to have played an important part in the 

family's life.  Charlie was educated at home before 

he went to Thornbury Grammar School in 1909. 

 

After only one year at school his life seems to have 

taken a very surprising turn and the young man's 

adventurous spirit becomes very evident.  He left 

Thornbury when he was only 15 years old to go fruit 

farming in Canada in July 1910.   Then aged 16 he 

enlisted in the 30th Regiment British Columbia Horse 

and became part of the Canadian Overseas Expeditionary Force in 1916.  His army record shows that 

when he enlisted that he was a tall young man of 6' 1'' with a 41 inch chest. 

 

Charlie was serving in the 50th Battalion Canadian Infantry (Alberta Regiment) when he died on 2nd 

September 1918 aged 22.   The 50th Battalion had fought at so many of the battles that are 

remembered with pride and sorrow, Ancre Heights at the Somme, Vimy Ridge and Passchendaele and 

it is hard to imagine what Charlie must have endured.  He was killed towards the final stages of the 

Second Battle of the Somme, which had been described as one of the epic battles of the whole war, 

during which the Canadian breeched the western edge of the Hindenburg Line.  We understand that 

5,600 Canadians were killed in this battle.  He was remembered at Vis-En-Artois British Cemetery, 

Haucourt.   

 

Charlie's sister said that his death was due to concussion from a nearby shell, and that his uniform 

was eventually sent back home to Thornbury intact, without a trace of violence.  Many months 

afterwards a letter came from a sergeant named Leicester Longden, who had managed to find out the 

address, saying that Charlie had, as he put it, "Helped him avoid the sin of this world" and saying that 

he had "no doubt where Charlie was now." 

 

Charlie's younger sister Peggy kept a diary and this described the scene when the telegram bringing 

news of Charlie's death arrived at their High Street home.  The afternoon postal delivery had just 

arrived at the shop when she realised that one of the letters was edged with black.  The family was 

gathering for tea.  She saw her father come in from the shop for his meal and then look at the post.  

He said nothing but he pulled his peak cap over his eyes and went back into the shop where he was 

alone for a few minutes.  When he returned to the tea table he seemed cheerful and chatted to the 

family about their day.  It was only after the meal that he took his wife upstairs and broke the news to 

her.  He later said that he had asked the Lord how to tell her.  The photograph shown here is part of 

the one that appeared in a copy of the Thornbury Gazette in 1918 when his death was announced. 

 


