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An obituary in the Cheltenham 
Chronicle of 12th July 1924 
concerned the death of Hector 
Gough Sellick which took place at 
the home of Mr Frederick Bishop of 
Thornbury.  It went on to say that 
Hector was “better known perhaps 
in the musical world as one of the 
Aukland Twins.” 
 
“The Aukland Twins” were Hector 
and Thomas Sellick who were born 
in Warmley in 1902.  These talented 
twins were blind from birth and had 
little if any musical tuition.  Despite 
this, an article in “The Beacon” 

(produced by the American Foundation for the Blind) says that from as young as 
two years old, and seemingly without any musical instruction, they had learned to 
play tunes from memory on the family harmonium.   
 
The parents of the two boys had intended to apprentice them as piano tuners.  
However their future was to take a very different turn.  When they were 14 years 
they were heard by Albert Edward Bevan and his wife Kate.  Albert was the son of 
James Bevan, a bootmaker with a shop on The Plain in Thornbury.  He was also 
an accomplished musician.  According to the Gazette of 1924 he was “Music 
Master at Christ College”.  In 1907 Albert had married Kate Elizabeth Anderson, a 
former pupil of the Royal College of Music and then a well known singer.  Kate 
was from Warmley where the couple happened to be staying when they heard “Il 
Bacio” (a waltz by Luigi Arditi) being played in a cottage nearby.  Albert Bevan 
was so impressed by the quality of the playing that he went straight to meet the 
young performers.  
 
Through the help of Albert and Kate Bevan, the two boys became the protégés of 
Kate’s uncle Frederick Bishop whose home in Gloucester Road, Thornbury was 
called “Auklands”.  Mr Bishop was a retired pyrotechnist who had worked for Crane’s 
Firework Company in Warmley and he was the inventor of the “glitter effect” that is still 
used in some fireworks. 

 
The twins went to live with Mr Bishop in Thornbury.  When they began to perform 
professionally, they used the name of the “Twin Brothers Aukland” in honour of 
their patron. 
 
Their first concert tour was in London.  When this proved very successful they 
began a tour of the country.   
 



For a brief time the boys became celebrities.  “The Beacon” in 1920 reported on 
an experience that the boys could never have dreamed of when they lived in 
Warmley.  They were given the chance to fly over London in an aircraft owned by 
Handley Page Aircraft Company, apparently to test the “key” of the aeroplane 
engine.  They said that the engine flew in the key of C.  They were allowed to 
“look” at the plane by touching it.  They appear to have been thrilled when they 
felt the plane take off - hardly surprising as it was an experience available to very 
few in 1920. 
 
Just as arrangements were being made for a tour in America, Hector became ill 
and the tour had to be cancelled.  The twins returned with Frederick Bishop to his 
home in Thornbury. Sadly Hector died there in July 1924 aged only 22. 
 
Thomas continued to perform but without his brother he never met with the same 
success.  He died at Manor Park Hospital in 1984 at 82 years of age.  
 
 
 


