
A “Little Gem” – The First 25 Years 
  

Thornbury and District Heritage Trust was 

formed in 1986 with a singular purpose, to 

create a museum for Thornbury and the 

parishes in the Lower Severn Vale. The 

Thornbury and District Museum was formally 

opened by Mayor of Thornbury, Don Pearce, in 

October 1988, but by then exhibitions for public 

enjoyment and education had been taking place 

for nearly two years. 

 

A unique collection of items formed the first exhibition, held in November 1986. Miss Mary 

Bruton of Oldbury on Severn, a key member of the Thornbury Society, had bequeathed a 

quantity of pictures and documents to the Society. The Society had no premises in which to 

display them, but two rooms in the “Chapel Street Workshop” were temporarily called into 

service.  The enthusiasm for the presentation about the life of Mary Bruton brought in 400 

visitors over three days, a success which we would dearly love to emulate today. 

 

A Silver Jubilee Exhibition celebrating that first event, and the successful development of the 

museum over the subsequent 25 years, has just been officially opened by the town’s present 

Mayor, Gill Brooks, in the same building. The exhibition features 25 artefacts, which have been 

chosen for a variety of reasons. One of the more unusual objects is an 1885 Victorian curiosity 

box containing part of the famous Littleton Whale. The exhibits are showcased throughout the 

museum so it may take some time to find all 25 of our special treasures. Other important or 

favourite items are highlighted with silver stars, so please look out for them too. Do also admire 

our window display that recalls the days of the once common celebratory Floral Arch. We are 

proud to say that admission to exhibitions is always free. 

 

The Museum Shop offers a selection of local history publications, gifts, stocking fillers and a new 

book entitled “I’m a Pauper, Get Me Out of Here”, which tells the sometimes surprising story of 

the Thornbury Union Workhouse in the nineteenth century. 

 

This nationally accredited museum is run entirely by volunteers and thanks must go to all those 

dedicated people who have helped in the past and to those who continue to contribute many 

“person-hours” now!  In addition, Thornbury & District Heritage Trust would like to warmly 

acknowledge South Gloucestershire Council, Thornbury Town Council and our “Friends of 

Thornbury & District Museum” who all give us financial support. 

 

Looking forward to the next 25 years – we would love to have larger premises to secure our 

local history and heritage for the future. As the Trust is both a company and a charity we have 

to work to professional standards, as well looking after our collection and providing a friendly 

museum service to the public, so new volunteers with all sorts of skills are always welcome. 

Museum opening times: Tuesday to Friday 1pm to 4pm, Saturday 10am to 4pm, closed in 

January. For other information see www.thornburymuseum.org.uk 
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