
THE POLICE STATION 

(This short article was created for the BS35 Magazine using research notes relating to the 
website www.thornburyroots.co.uk.  See website for more information) 

 The present newspaper reports about the future of the police station in Thornbury and where 
it could be bring to mind news items from an earlier time. 

On March 19th 1859 The Bristol Times and Mercury deplored 'the miserable state which the 
Thornbury Magistrates were in with respect to the police station and petty session court and 
which they had no room in which to hold their meetings in except at a public house'. 

By 1841 the police station was in St Mary Street, near where the Mumtaz (formerly The 
Plough) now stands.  The 1840 Tithe Survey shows this part of the town was the location of 
several 'public' buildings such as the Workhouse and a Schoolhouse, all owned by the Board 

of Guardians of the Thornbury Union.  
The exact location of the police station 
is unknown as most of these buildings 
were demolished before any detailed 
maps were made of the area. 

The 1851 Census shows that 
Thornbury's police officers were 
housed at what later became 11 
Pullins Green (now the Hing Tai 
Chinese Takeaway).  It is not clear 
whether the house was also used as 
police station or had cells for 
prisoners. 

It seems that by 1859 the situation regarding the lack of a suitable police station and court 
was becoming desperate.  Several options were considered some of these were reminiscent 
of today's deliberations.   

A site in Castle Street was proposed and rejected because of the expense.  The Lord of the 
Manor, Henry Howard, offered the old Town Hall in the High Street.  This is the building now 
used by Wildings as a men's outfitters and toy department, which had once been the market 
hall.  This had the advantage of location, a room upstairs that had once been used as a court 
and a gaol cell downstairs. This cell was at one time the only place of confinement in the 
district.  It was a single lock-up room, called the Blind House because there was little or no 
natural light.  By the mid 1850s it was said to be  "both insecure and inconvenient, admitting 
no separation of persons confined, and altogether inadequate for the purpose." 

The final choice for a police station and court house was almost opposite in the High Street.  
These premises had previously been owned by the late William Rolph and consisted of a 
building with a yard and outbuildings, including a coachhouse and stables.  The property 
extended from the High Street back to St Mary Street and from Soapers Lane to Silver Street.  

William Rolph's property was too large and presumably too expensive for the Gloucestershire 
County Council (then the Police Authority for Thornbury) to buy as a police station.  However 
a publican Richard Cowle solved the problem when he bought the whole property in May 
1859.  In September 1859 he sold the part of it that fronted the High Street to the County 
Council and the local builder, Daniel Burchell, began work to create a new police station with 
living accommodation, cells and a court room.  Richard Cowle sold the other part, consisting 
of the coachhouse and stables, to Thomas Arnold of Wickwar who developed the property as 
the Ale and Porter Stores, later known as the Barrel.  



The police station was eventually moved from its High Street location to Rock Street in 1972, 
although the court continued to be used for several more years.  The Town Council bought the 
vacant property in 1992 for use as the Town Hall. 


