
The Voyage of the Terra Nova 

(This short article was created for the BS35 Magazine using research 

notes relating to the website www.thornburyroots.co.uk.  See website 
for more information) 

 

Thornbury can claim a connection to Robert Falcon 

Scott’s ill fated expedition to the Antartic. One of 

the members of the expedition’s support group 

Wilifrid Bruce came to live in The Elms in 

Gloucester Road in the 1930s and gave many talks 

locally about his experiences. 

Wilfrid not only played a part in this venture, he 

was actually brother in law to  the famous explorer 

who had married Wilfrid’s sister Kathleen Bruce, a 
notable sculptor, in 1908 

 In 1909 Wilfrid sailed to Vladivostok in Siberia to 

meet another member of Scott's team, Cecil 

Meares.   Cecil had bought 34 dogs and 20 

Manchurian in Siberia and it was their job to escort 

the animals safely to New Zealand.  They had to 

sail via Kobe in Japan, Hong Kong, Manila, New 

Guinea, and Rockhampton, Brisbane and Sydney in Australia.  They finally arrived at Quail 

Island in Lyttleton Bay, New Zealand where they joined the rest of Scott's party when their 

ship, the Terra Nova, sailed to the Antarctic in October 1910.  Wilfrid was on board this 

ship but he was not involved in Scott's overland journey. When Scott embarked on his trek 

to the South Pole, the Terra Nova (presumably with Wilfrid aboard) returned to winter in 

New Zealand.  On their way there the crew discovered that Roald Amundsen and his team 
of Norwegians had decided to race Scott to get to the Pole first.   

When the Terra Nova sailed back to Antarctica in the spring, those on board were still 

expecting a reunion with the team that they had left ashore.  Instead to their horror they 

heard the news that Scott and his four colleagues had perished.  Wilfrid would not have 

been able to tell his sister in person that her husband was dead as she was then on 

another ship on her way to New Zealand where she was expecting to meet her husband.  
She was given the news by the captain of the ship she was on. 

On his return to England, Wilfrid was given several awards for his role in the expedition.  

Amongst these were a Polar Medal with clasp inscribed 'Antarctic 1910 - 1913' given to the 

members of the expedition who had served on more than one voyage.  This medal was 
presented to him by the King on 26th July 1913.  In 1918 he was invested with a C. B. E. 

In 1913 Wilfrid married the Honourable Dorothy Florence Boot at St Anne's Church, Soho 

in London.  Dorothy was the daughter of Jesse Boot, 1st Baron Trent who transformed the 

herbalist shop opened by his father into the national retailer known as 'Boots the 

Chemist'.  Their wedding cake was topped by a model of Scott’s ship  the Terra Nova.  

Sadly Wilfrid and Dorothy eventually separated.  We do not know what brought him to this 

area but by 1931 he was living in Quarry Farm in Kington, just outside Thornbury.  In 

1937 he was chosen to represent England - in an international fly fishing competition at 

Loch Leven.  He was a man of varied interests.  In the 1920s was  well known for breeding 

"Large Black" pigs  and  he was President of the Thornbury Football Club during the late 
1930s. 



By 1938 Wilfrid had been joined by his unmarried sister, Rosamond, and they settled as 

tenants renting a flat in The Elms at 26 Gloucester Road, Thornbury.  Wilfrid and 

Rosamond continued to live at The Elms until at least 1950 (according to the electoral 
registers).  Wilfrid died at Epsom in Surrey on 21st September 1953 aged 78.   


