
The Transported Lawyer 

 
(This short article was created for the BS35 Magazine using research notes relating to 

the website www.thornburyroots.co.uk. See website for more information) 

 
 

Thornbury Roots has recently been contacted by Jo 

Watson a descendent of a local lawyer William 

Brodribb who once lived at Morton House in Butt 

Lane.  He was one of those tried after the Poaching 

Affray of 1816.  Jo is hoping to visit Thornbury from 

11th to 13th July and would like to meet up with 

anyone else with ancestors involved in this well 

known event which ended in a number of local 

young men transported to Australia or in two cases 

hanged. 

 

Thomas Till, a farmer's son from Crossways and 

father of two small children, had been killed whilst 

poaching at Priestwood near Tortworth in November 

1815.  A group of sixteen poachers from the 

Thornbury area, led by John Allen, planned to poach 

in Catgrove Wood  as a protest against this killing.  

During the course of the evening, one of the game 

keepers, William Ingram, was shot dead and seven 

were seriously wounded.  

  

Although William Brodribb was tried as a result of the Poaching Affray of 1816 he was not 

a poacher nor was he present when the gamekeeper was killed.  His offence that he had 

taken oaths of silence and loyalty from the men who were conspiring to go out and poach.  

As a lawyer he knew that taking such oaths before a crime was in itself a very serious 

crime. 

 

Brodribb was tried at Gloucester Assizes and sentence to be transported for seven years. 

He sailed to Australia on a ship called the Sir William Bensley. 

 

It seems that luck was now on William Brodribb's side.  The new Lieutenant - Governor of 

Van Diemen's Land, William Sorrell was on the same ship with his family.  The steward on 

board the vessel became ill and William Brodribb was told to assist with the issue  of 

rations during the voyage.  This gave him the chance to meet and get to know William 

Sorrell. 

 

Brodribb arrived at Sydney on the 10th March 1817.  It seems that his social position and 

legal training made him an asset.  In April he was sent with his new friend Lieutenant-

Governor William Sorell to Hobart Town.  In May it was announced that he was appointed 

clerk to the bench of magistrates.  Although still a convicted felon, Brodribb was once 

again on the right side of the law. 

 

By February 1818 Brodribb's wife Prudence arrived at Hobart with four young children (one 

of whom was actually born while her husband was awaiting trial).  The family settled on a 

farm near New Norfolk on the Derwent river and three more sons were born. 

 

In 1819 he was appointed "pro tempore" Attorney of the Supreme Court in Hobart.  He 

was even allowed to practise privately as an attorney before he was granted a full pardon 

on 7th August 1821. 

 

By 1823 Brodribb had become a shareholder in the Bank of Van Diemen's Land and on 1st 

February 1839 he bought 928 acres of land for what seems like the bargain price of one 

farthing per acre. 

 

We even have an idea of what he looked like. William had this portrait painted by a fellow 

convict Thomas Wainewright.  

 



William died on 1st July 1861 aged 72 and was buried at St Andrew's churchyard at 

Brighton in Victoria. 

 

If you have an ancestor connected with this case and wish to meet Jo Watson, please 

contact thornbury.roots@virginmedia.com 

 


