
Tomatoes and Tambourines 
(This short article was created for the BS35 Magazine using research 

notes relating to the website www.thornburyroots.co.uk.  See website 
for more information) 

Hooliganism and sectarian riots seem like modern urban phenomena but even quiet 
Thornbury was once gripped by something very like religious persecution.  At the 
centre of the storm were the Cossham Hall and the Salvation Army. 
 
The Salvation Army is a Christian organisation now known for its charity shops and 

good works.  It was founded in 1865 in the United 
Kingdom by William Booth (shown here on the 
left) and his wife Catherine as the North London 
Christian Mission and was organised along military 
lines. 
 
In 1879 after the completion of the new Wesleyan 
Chapel in the High Street of Thornbury the building in 
Chapel Street was left empty, until it was rented out as 
a Salvation Army Barracks.   
 
The Bristol Mercury and Post of 17th December 1881 

reported an example of the protests in Thornbury that this seemingly harmless 
movement provoked.  
 
”Joseph Mustoe, a porter at the railway station …..,  hired the old Wesleyan Chapel, 
a disused building, situate near the entrance to the town from Bristol.  Here services 
have been nightly held for the past month, preceded by processions through the town, 
singing the hymns of the Salvation Army.  Mr and Mrs Sperrin (of Bristol) conduct the 
services.  Some of the worst characters of the neighbourhood have, it is said, been 
reclaimed.” 
 
One might think that saving the souls of the “worst characters of the neighbourhood” 
would be a good thing - but not in Thornbury at that time. 
 
The antagonism, which manifested itself in the throwing of eggs, rotten tomatoes and 
vegetables at the Salvation Army reached a peak by May 1883.  Things got so bad 
then it seems we are lucky to still have the Cossham Hall.  The Bristol Mercury and 
Post described what happened when the Salvation Army marched down the street 
behind their drum. 
 
“They had gone only a few yards when the head of 
the drum was smashed in, whereupon there was a 
general cheer from the mob.  The Salvationists 
reached their Barracks (the present Cossham Hall) 
as quickly as possible, and the doors were closed, 
but a crowd of persons remained outside for the 
close of the meeting.  In about half an hour the sound 
of window smashing was heard, and it was soon 
apparent that some mischievous persons had gained 
access to the rear of the building, and were wrecking 
the place. One of the female members was so 
overcome that she fell down in a fit, and remained 
insensible for some time.  The others sought shelter 
in a part of the room where the falling stones could 
not hurt them. “ 
 



Undeterred by this ferocious attack the Salvation Army kept the hall as a Salvationist 
Barracks until well into 1885 when it was then rented out to a local plumber and 
glazier and peace was restored to Thornbury. 
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