
Wave The Flag!  Queen Victoria’s Diamond Jubilee 

 
In June 1897 a pamphlet was published in 

Thornbury to advertise the Services of 

Thanksgiving and other local arrangements 

made for the ‘Celebration of Her Majesty’s 

Long and Beneficent Reign’. 

 

On Monday 28
th
 June.  ‘A Procession 

consisting of the Committee, Townspeople, 

Members of the Friendly Societies with 

Regalia, will form at the top of the Town of 

Thornbury near the Railway Station about 12 

noon, and headed by the Tockington Band, 

will proceed to Church to attend a Special 

Service….   

 

After the Service the procession will be 

reformed and preceded by the Union Jack, march to Messrs Ogborn’s Field where the 

following will take place:-  

 

1.30pm. Free Dinner for which about 400 tickets have been issued by the Committee. 

 

4 pm.  The Children in the Parish will assemble at the different Schools, proceed to The Plain  

when, headed by the Tockington Band, they will parade the Town, then proceeding to Messrs 

Ogborn’s Field, where Tea will be given to them.  It is expected that 630 will have tea.  It is 

proposed to give a Jubilee Mug with a portrait of Her Majesty the Queen upon it to each 

child.  After tea there will be Athletic Sports, Dancing, Steam Roundabouts and other 

Amusements’. 

 

Church Services, processions, amusements, bonfires and festivities were to take place that 

week in all the surrounding villages.  At Oldbury on Severn the service was to be 

‘synchronous with St Pauls, London…..   Cannon or Guns will be fired at intervals from the 

Churchyard. 

 

Teas, ‘Meat Teas’ or dinners (usually of roast beef, plum pudding and cake) and even a sheep 

roast were arranged.  In Alveston the feasting was to take place in a large tent 100 ft long in 

the yard of the Ship Inn.  In some parishes, children were to be presented with a ‘large bun 

and orange’ as well as a Jubilee Medal’. 

 

Brass bands, including Winterbourne Band and Yate British Band, were to provide music for 

processions and dancing.  The highly popular Tockington Band was to perform in almost 

every village that week! 

 

Athletic Sports and Games included: Sack, Egg and Spoon, Wheelbarrow, Bicycle, Hurdle, 

Obstacle and Running Races, Pole Climbing (a leg of mutton was to be the prize for this in 

Elberton).  Tugs of War and coca-nut shies.  At Tytherington there was to be a Grand Donkey 

Race and the children were to have ‘Free Rides on the Galloping Horses of Coles Grand 

electric Circus’.  Olveston and Tockington were to celebrate with ‘A Monster Bonfire and 

Fireworks’. 

 

Adverts in the pamphlet included one for Bevan’s Boot, Shoe and Legging Manufacturer of 

The Plain, Thornbury: 

 

One of the �ecessaries to a Long Life, as no doubt the Queen herself if asked would say:  

‘Keep your Head Cool and your Feet Dry, and you may live as long as I’.  
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