
Where was the Widow’s Mantle? 

 
The buildings in Thornbury have changed 

use many times over the centuries.  The 

owners usually lived in the rooms at the 

back and above their business.  The 

Museum’s Research Group is recording the 

history of the older properties including 

Number 26/26A High Street, now the St 

Peter’s Hospice Shop and the Frying 

Machine Fish Bar.  A document which 

described a property as ‘formerly called 

Widow’s Mantle, now George inn, 

containing a building called the long room 

with stables and garden’ has been identified as referring to these premises.  A record from 

1770 tells us that William Taylor was a tenant running the George inn for its owner Robert 

Pountney.  The previous inn name the ‘Widow’s Mantle’ refers to the mantle of Brecknock, 

one of the heraldic emblems of Edward Stafford, 3
rd
 Duke of Buckingham.  It seems it was 

one of at least three buildings in the town to sometimes be known as Porch House and it still 

has a decorative open-sided porch today. 

 

By 1841 it was a school run by John Frank with 17 boarders, all boys between 9 and 15 years 

old.  John Frank was member of the Society of Friends who later became headmaster at the 

Quaker Sidcot School in Somerset and was editor of the Quaker publication “The Friend”.  It 

is likely that most of the children recorded were from Quaker families in and around 

Thornbury.  The long building, which still exists at the rear of the premises, would have been 

used as the schoolroom with a dormitory upstairs. 

 

From 1847 the Whites were in residence.  Charles White was a plumber who employed 3 men 

and an apprentice.  After his death his widow, Sarah Ann, remained there until the late 1880’s 

when it became a butcher’s shop owned by John Taylor.  Animals were taken through a dark 

passageway to the rear of the building where they were slaughtered on the premises.  When 

Mr Taylor retired in the late 1920’s butcher Allen Horder took on the shop.  Another butcher 

Charles R Sweet and his family were in the business there from about 1931 and seem to have 

given it the name ‘Easton House’.  Baxters butchers took over sometime in the late 1960’s.  In 

1970 T & J Owen were occupying 26A and at some point the Victoria Wine Shop replaced 

Baxters. 

 

We continue to look for more information about this building.   If you have any memories, 

deeds, or photographs of any of the old properties in Thornbury we would love to know more 

about them. 
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