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Although the laws in nineteenth century England were often shockingly harsh and 
could be very unfair, it is reassuring to learn that the people of Thornbury were 
sometimes prepared to protest against injustice. 
 
In 1833 two ‘Memorials’, or as we would now call them, petitions were raised in 
Thornbury to plead the cause of Charity Hogg, a poor woman with a particularly sad 
story.  
 
One petition was written to Lord Melbourne Secretary of State for the Home 
Department on behalf of  Charity’s children Daniel Hogg aged eleven years, William 
aged six and Elizabeth aged three.  This is a rather moving document which describes 
an ‘affectionate mother’ who supported her children by selling nuts and doing 
washing for her neighbours.  Charity had two lodgers, her nieces Hannah and Harriet 
Davis, and presumably they made a contribution to the running of the small rented 
tenement house in Thornbury.  It requires no effort of imagination to understand how 
extremely difficult this lady’s life must have been. 
 
The petition explained the case against Charity which stemmed from the fact that her 
mother had been robbed of ten sovereigns and four half guineas.  The old lady 
believed that the thieves were her own granddaughters, the same Hannah and Harriet 
Davis, who had visited her and had allegedly taken the money from her house.   
 
Charity Hogg’s house was searched and part of the money was found which Charity 
then tried to return to her mother.   
 
The two girls were tried in Gloucester Court.  Hannah was acquitted but Harriet was 
sentenced to be transported for fourteen years.  Their aunt Charity Hogg as the head 
of the household was also tried and found guilty of receiving the stolen goods.  She 
was also sentenced to fourteen years transportation.  
 
The second petition was addressed to the King but was sent by way of the Honourable 
Hartley Berkeley.  It was signed by most of the respectable traders of Thornbury, 
many of whom had employed Charity to clean or wash and who felt she was honest 
and hard working and had been unfairly treated.  
 
More to the point the two petitions contain the crucial fact that the two people 
convicted of the crime Charity Hogg and Harriet Davis were entirely innocent.  
 
It seems that Charity Hogg was in The Ship at Alveston when her mother was robbed.  
She had taken her basket of nuts there to sell as was her usual custom.  It was only 
when she had walked back down to Thornbury that she found the crowd outside her 
house and her nieces accused of the theft. She was very shocked and angry to hear 
this.  ‘MORE DAMN SHAME ON THEM’ was her recorded response. 
 



After the trial Hannah Davis, who had been acquitted, made a statement to the effect 
that she was the only guilty person.  She had gone to her grandmother’s house and hid 
under her bed.  After the old lady retired for the evening Hannah had picked her 
pocket and crept home to hide the money. 
 
After the second of these petitions Charity Hogg’s sentence was reduced to two year’s 
imprisonment; her niece Harriet Davis, although equally innocent, was still 
transported. 
 
It cannot be said that the case ended happily.  On her release from prison Charity 
moved to South Wales where at the age of 54 she got into trouble again.  On 27th 
June 1842 she was tried at the Usk Quarter Sessions in Monmouthshire with her son 
Daniel Hogg aged eighteen.  Daniel had stolen a pair of trousers. He was sentenced to 
nine months imprisonment. Charity was sentenced to ten years transportation for 
receiving the stolen goods. 
 
The article was researched by volunteers at Thornbury and District Museum. The 
museum is open Tuesday to Friday 1pm to 4pm and on Saturdays from 10am to 4pm. 
Other stories from Thornbury’s history can be found on the Thornbury Roots website 
at http://www.thornburyroots.co.uk 


