
Local Soldier killed in Afghanistan

(This short article was created for the BS35 Magazine using research
notes relating to the website www.thornburyroots.co.uk.  See website

for more information)

Many of you will have seen the small
memorial on a wall next to the NatWest
bank on The Plain at the top of Castle
Street.  This memorial is a drinking
fountain, now disused but annually
beautifully decorated for Thornbury in
Bloom.

For those of you who have not read the
story on it, the fountain is in memory of
Lieutenant Hector Maclaine. It bears the
inscription; "Erected by public subscription
in addition to a window in Thornbury
Church to the memory of Lieut. Hector
Maclaine, Royal Horse Artillery who was
taken prisoner while trying to get water for
the wounded after the battle of Maiwand
and was afterwards murdered in the camp
of Ayoub Khan, near Candahar on 1st
September 1880."

The battle of Maiwand was an action in the Second Afghan War.  Fear that Russia
was having undue influence in the area led Britain to become involved militarily in
Afghanistan.  Britain had officially recognised one of the claimants to the throne after
the previous ruler had fled to the Russians.  After occupying Kabul and Kandahar the
British withdrew.  Subsequently the British emissary in Kabul, Sir Louis Cavignari,
and his escorting troops were murdered by what we now describe as insurgents.
British troops once again became involved. In the battle to control Kabul in the north
of Afghanistan, 3,000 Afghans died.  There were 33 British and Indian casualties.

However a smaller force led by Brigadier Burrow in Kandahar in the south of the
country was defeated at the battle of Maiwand by another group trying to control the
country led by Ayub Khan. Ayub Khan’s troops killed 969 British and Indian soldiers
and wounded 177 others.  Many others had been taken prisoner during the fighting
and these included Hector MacLaine.  Hector was the elder son of Colonel William
Osborne MacLaine, who owned Kyneton House in Kington.

Hector had been injured in this disastrous battle at Maiwan. He was then captured
whilst searching for water for his surviving men and horses and held prisoner at
Kandahar.

In response to this situation the British General Roberts executed a march from
Kabul to Kandahar that became famous. His troops covered 313 miles over the worst
country in Asia in 23 days and destroyed Ayub Khan’s large army with the loss of 40
men. It seems that just as General Sir Frederick Roberts and his troops, were
entering the town, having defeated Ayub Khan's men, Lieutenant MacLaine's captors
cut his throat.



The news reached Thornbury in September 1880 and the wave of local sympathy for
the murdered young man and his family led to a fundraising to create a memorial.
The subscriptions amounted to £300.  A stained glass window was placed into St
Mary’s Church showing the angel delivering St Peter out of prison. The window cost
£212 and the balance was used to install a drinking fountain in the High Street.

This memorial stood on the wall between the Register Office and the Methodist
Church.  Later a fire station was built here and for a time the drinking fountain stood
between its doors.  When the fire station was modernised to accommodate the new
larger engines, the fountain was moved to its present site.  The fire station itself
became a bakery and is now used as a pizza takeaway.


