
Wedding Bells
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The Oxford Journal of July 8th 1755 had a brief, rather nasty, account of a
wedding that took place in Thornbury

“on the 23rd of last month Miss Molly Summers of the parish of Hill in
Gloucestershire, who for near thirty years last past hath totally lost the use of her
limbs and her eye sight near twelve, bestowed her extraordinary precious person,
with five hundred pounds, upon John Eyles, a lusty young fellow of the same
parish , labourer.  She was carried in a kitchen chair to the church of Thornbury
where they were married.”

It is impossible to say whether the marriage was a success but it seems that at
least it lasted over ten years. Mary (or Molly) Eyles, wife of John Eyles died at
Hill in December 1765 and was buried at St Mary’s church in Thornbury. After
ten years of a childless marriage, John married again in 1767 and had at least
two children.

Some marriages though do seem to have difficulties right from the outset.

Reports on a court case in 1888 involving Sergeant Owens of Thornbury who had
been legally married for only one year suggest that he might have had questions
to answer when he got home.

Mr Owens had taken Austin Hodges to court for a series of assaults.
Unfortunately the reason for the assaults was fully revealed in the court and duly
reported in the local newspapers. Firstly he and another man had been fighting
over a lady called Miss Nelmes (not the Sergeant’s wife).  Secondly, feelings were
running high over the seduction of a Miss Hodges.  Owens said in his defence that
the lady in question had been told he was a married man.  He admitted seducing
her but in answer to the charge that he had drugged her first could only say that
“she was not unconscious at the time.”  Apparently he had come to Thornbury
from Taunton which he left after his effigy was burnt, which implies he was less
than popular there too.  More questions were asked about a series of other young
ladies all of which Owens refused to answer.  Owens  might have regretted taking
his assailant to court as he himself was sentenced to prison for twenty-one days
hard labour.

 Perhaps this gave his wife some time to consider her position.

Finally a happy ending.  In 1867 newspapers reported on the stormy beginning to
the marriage of Edwin Murphy and Catherine Byfield.  Edwin was a 17 year old
pageboy in a large house in Castle Street.  He wanted to marry Catherine who
was 30 years old and the cook in the same household. Edwin’s mother was
against the match, saying that “that the crathur only wanted my dear Teddy for
his money he had in the bank”. When the banns for the marriage of Edwin and
Catherine were posted in St Mary’s Church, his mother attended.  At the
appropriate time she got up from her seat near the desk and said “Stop, sir, I
forbid, I forbid that sir”. Joanna was invited into the vestry where she explained



that Teddy was only a minor and she passed over a letter from her Roman
Catholic priest. She was promised that the clergy would look into the case and
given some hope that there were grounds for stopping the marriage. History
however shows us that Joanna’s efforts were in vain.  Edwin and Catherine
married on the 13th April 1867 at the Registry office in Bradford on Avon.


